MEN OF POWER

He soon made up his mind that he had come to
England not to become an English gentleman but to
study law. If character made him a gentleman, well
and good, otherwise he would remain a stranger. He
concentrated on his studies and in due time passed the
law examinations and was admitted to the bar.

New Religious Influences. Among the friends he
made in London were two young theosophists who in-
troduced him to the study of the Gita. He had never
read it in the original, but with his meager Sanskrit
accepted their invitation to clarify the translation.
From this study the Gita became his religious source
book. Another English friend induced him to read the
Bible also. The Old Testament proved something of a
trial,

but the New Testament produced a different impression,
especially the Sermon on the Mount which went straight
to my heart. I compared it with the Gita. The verses,
"But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but who-
soever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also. And if any man take away thy
coat let him have thy cloak too" delighted me beyond
measure and put me in mind of Shamal Bhatt's "For
a bowl of water, give a goodly meal," etc. My young
mind tried to unify the teaching of the Gita, the Light
of Asia, and the Sermon on the Mount. That renuncia-
tion was the highest form of religion appealed to me
greatly.7

His appetite for acquaintance with various religions
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